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Message from the Governor 
Reintroducing the Walatowan 

Dear Tribal Leaders, Community Members and POJ Employees: 

It is with great pride and optimism that we reintroduce our tribal newsletter, The Walatowan, as a 

renewed source of communication, information, and connection for our community. This 

newsletter represents our continued commitment to keeping our people informed about tribal 

programs, services, accomplishments, and the important work taking place throughout our 

community. 

Our strength as a tribal community comes from staying connected to one another, honoring our 

traditions, and working together to meet the challenges and opportunities before us. As we move 

forward, our administration remains focused on protecting our cultural values while building a 

strong future for the next generations. 

In the immediate future, we will continue prioritizing infrastructure improvements, public safety, 

health services, education, housing, and programs that support our community members 

especially our youth and elders. We are also committed to preserving our language, traditions, and 

cultural identity that define who we are as a people. 

This newsletter will serve as a place to share important announcements, program updates, 

upcoming community events, department highlights, employee recognition, and information that 

affects our tribal membership. We encourage all community members to stay engaged, participate 

in tribal meetings and activities, and support one another through open communication and shared 

responsibility. 

We thank our tribal leaders, elders, families and tribal employees for their continued dedication to 

our community. Together, through unity, respect, and cooperation, we can continue building a 

stronger future for our people while honoring the legacy of those who came before us. 

We look forward to sharing future updates and celebrating the accomplishments of our 

community through this newsletter. 

Respectfully, 

Message from the 

Governor………….....…….1 

Men’s Health Awareness 

Observance……..……….…2

What is a QR 

Code?………...…..…...........2 

Tribal Official’s Monthly 

Message………..…………...3 

3D Archery Shoot…………3 

Protect Yourself from 

Cyber Attacks ………….....4  

Employment 

Opportunities……………...4 

Senior Center………...……5 

Updated Animal 

Ordinance…..…………...…7

MMIP Awareness 

Walk…………………..……8

The Importance of Foster 

Fathers…………………......9    

Voting Information……….9 

Provider Welcome 

Mat……………………...….9 

Pride Month……………….9 

Irrigation Schedule..……..10 

Men’s Health Fair…...…..10 

JDOT Update..………...….10 

Chaco Canyon………...….13  

2FDA Alert………..….......14 

Tribal Leadership  

Honoring Graduates…….15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pueblo of Jemez 2026 

Tribal L eadership 

Governor  J ohn Galvan 
1st Lt. Matthew Gachupin Jr. 

2nd Lt. Thurman Loretto 



 
 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Strong Heart. Strong Mind.                      

Strong Community. 

 
Adapted from IHS Educational Resource:  

Blood Pressure and Diabetes 

This is Men’s Health Awareness Month, we encourage all 

men to take time to care for their health physically, 

mentally, and emotionally. Taking care of your health is 

not weakness. It is strength. Many Native men carry the 

responsibility of being providers, protectors, and leaders 

for their families and communities. Because of this, health 

concerns are often ignored or put off. However, regular 

checkups, stress management, healthy eating, and 

community support can help prevent serious health 

problems before they begin. 

 

Good health is built through everyday choices and 

community support. Men can strengthen their heart health 

by: 

• Attending regular health checkups and blood 

pressure screenings  

• Staying active through walking, exercise, 

traditional activities, or sports  

• Eating whole foods grown from the ground 

• Getting enough sleep and rest  

• Avoiding smoking and commercial tobacco use  

 

•  
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Sheriff Towan Toledo &  

Tribal Officials’ Monthly Message 

During Men’s Health Awareness Month, Sheriff Toledo is 

encouraging the men of the Pueblo of Jemez to prioritize 

their health and wellness for themselves, their families, and 

future generations. Sheriff Toledo shared that men play a 

vital role in the community as teachers and role models for 

forthcoming generations. He emphasized that young people 

often learn through observation, and that demonstrating 

healthy behaviors, responsibility, and self-care can 

positively shape future generations. 

This message is supported by public health research and 

evidence-based guidance from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), which recognizes that 

modeling healthy behaviors is one of the most effective 

ways adults influence children and families. According to 

the CDC, children and youth are more likely to adopt 

healthy habits when they observe trusted adults engaging in 

positive behaviors such as regular health care, physical 

activity, healthy eating, emotional wellness practices, and 

avoiding harmful substances (Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, Essentials for Childhood Framework; 

CDC Healthy Schools and Parent Engagement Guidance). 

The CDC’s Positive Parenting Tips by Age resource is a 

valuable tool for families, caregivers, and community 

prevention efforts. The website provides age-specific 

guidance that supports healthy child development, 

emotional wellness, communication, and positive behavior 

modeling. Community members interested in learning 

more about positive parenting practices and healthy child 

development can visit the CDC’s website at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/child-development/positive-

parenting/index.html 

Source: 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – 

Positive Parenting Tips by Age and Child Development 

resources. 
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Tribal employees and community members are encouraged 

to remain alert to cybersecurity threats, including suspicious 

emails, text messages, phone calls, and links that may 

attempt to steal personal information, compromise tribal 

systems, or disrupt essential services. Cyber threats include: 

Phishing: A scam where criminals pretend to be trusted 

people or organizations to steal passwords, financial 

information, or personal data through fake emails, websites, 

calls, or messages.  

Ransomware: Malicious software that locks or encrypts 

files and demands payment to restore access.  

Smishing: A phishing scam sent through text messages that 

tricks people into clicking harmful links or sharing personal 

information.  

Malware: Harmful software designed to damage devices, 

steal information, or gain unauthorized access to systems. 
 

 

 

. 

Spam: Unwanted messages sent in bulk through email, text, 

or social media, often containing advertisements, scams, or 

harmful links.

 

Employment Opportunities  

The Pueblo of Jemez is currently accepting applications for 

a variety of positions across multiple departments, including 

Health & Human Services, Public Health, Education, Public 

Works, Natural Resources, Law Enforcement, Community 

Wellness, and Senior Services. Current openings include:  

• Physician  

• Medical Director  

• JHHS Director 

• Clinical Lead Provider  

• Clinical Care Coordinator – Registered Nurse  

• Staff Pharmacist  

• Optometrist  

• Senior Center Program Manager  

• Environmental Program Specialist  

• Facilities Technician  

• Certified Police Officer  

• Educational Assistant  

• Child Care Provider  

• Custodian 

• Tribal Administrator 

• Assistant Tribal Administrator 

• JNET Director  

• And more! 

You can explore job openings by scanning the QR code 

below. A QR code is a type of barcode that you can scan 

using your cell phone camera. Simply open your camera, 

point it at the QR code, and tap the link that appears. You 

will be guided to the POJ Tribal website careers page. 

 

For questions about the application process or available jobs, 

please contact the Human Resources Department at (575) 

834-6333. 
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Senior Center June Activities Calendar 

This month’s calendar includes exercise classes, Tai Chi walking, ceramic painting, nutrition 

presentations, wellness activities, caregiver support meetings, community meals, and special events. 

Highlights this month include the Senior Olympics in Las Cruces, wellness walks along the Hemish Path 

to Wellness, FITT programming, and educational presentations focused on health and self-care. 

In addition to the scheduled activities listed on the calendar, the Pueblo of Jemez Public Health Program 

will also be hosting blood pressure checks for community members throughout the month. Blood 

pressure screenings will take place on Monday, June 8 during the lunch hour and Friday, June 26 

during breakfast services at the Senior Center. These wellness checks provide an opportunity for elders 

and community members to monitor their health, receive preventive care support, and learn more about 

maintaining healthy blood pressure. Homebound meal services are also available. Please call 575-834-

9168 the day before delivery or before 10:00 am to schedule meal delivery services. The Senior Center 

encourages elders to stay active, connected, and engaged through programs that support health, wellness, 

creativity, and community. 
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Updated Animal Code & Citations 

As part of ongoing efforts to improve community 

safety, public health, and responsible animal 

ownership, the Pueblo of Jemez Tribal Council 

adopted the new Title XIX — Pueblo of Jemez 

Animal Code through Tribal Council Resolution No. 

2026-13, repealing the previous 2022 Dog and Cat 

Control Ordinance. The updated code strengthens 

protections for both residents and animals while 

providing clearer standards for responsible pet 

ownership, enforcement, and animal welfare.  

The updated code also strengthens penalties for 

serious violations. Individuals charged with 

excessive neglect, cruelty, abandonment, or illegal 

dumping of animals may face substantial fines, 

removal of animals from their custody, possible 

criminal penalties, and restrictions on owning pets 

for up to five years. Failure to correct violations may 

result in formal citations, fines up to $500, and possible court proceedings. Animal Control 

Officer Matthew Chinana is actively enforcing the updated Animal Code with the support of the 

Tribal Officials, Tribal Courts, Public Health, and Tribal Law Enforcement. The Animal Control 

Officer is available to provide guidance and support to help households come into compliance. 

We thank our community for working together to ensure safety, respect, and wellness for all. To 

review the full updated ordinance, please scan the QR code. 
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Honoring Our Relatives – MMIP Awareness Walk 

A Path of Remembrance and Resilience 

 

On May 5th, 2026, the community gathered in a powerful stand of solidarity for our Missing and Murdered Indigenous People 

(MMIP) Awareness Walk. The event began with an opening prayer by Governor John Galvan, followed by a stirring honor 

song performed by Tyron Tafoya, setting a tone of reverence for the day. 

 

Walking the New Trail 

In a symbolic journey of healing and visibility, families and community members led the way onto the new trail along side 

Highway 4 for the honor walk. Walking together on this path served as a physical reminder of our collective commitment to 

never forget those who are missing and to support those left behind. 

 

Voices of the Families: 

The heart of the gathering was the open mic session, where the silence surrounding these cases was broken by the courageous 

voices of families: 

• Ben and Geraldine Toya shared moving words regarding their daughter, Shawna Toya.  

• Brenda Tafoya spoke with immense bravery, sharing publicly for the first time regarding the case of her daughter, 

Lynell Tafoya.  

• Mary England spoke in honor of her son, Evan Toya.  

• Michael Toya shared a tribute to his son, Jarret Toya.  

• Deidra Reid, representing the Coalition to Stop Violence Against Native Women, spoke powerfully about the loss of 

her sister, Tiffany Reid.  

• Becky Martinez shared the story of her brother Calvin Martinez, further highlighting the reach of this crisis across our 

families. 
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JHHS Provider Welcome Mat 

Welcome to Solange Ojongaki, NP, our newest team member at 

the JHHS Jemez Clinic. Solange is a Family Nurse Practitioner 

with more than 11 years of healthcare experience. She recently 

relocated from Texas to join our community. She is honored to 

serve the Jemez community and is committed to working 

collaboratively with families, providers, and tribal programs to 

promote health, strong families, and a thriving community. 

Outside of work, Solange enjoys reading, traveling, dancing, 

fitness, and singing, reflecting her commitment to balance, 

wellness, and lifelong health.  

 

 

 

 
Reminder! Jackie Michael-Havens, NP, is a provider at the 

JHHS Clinic with a focus on pediatric care. She offers 

well-child visits, school and sports physicals, and same-day 

appointments when your child is feeling unwell. Jackie is in 

clinic Monday through Thursday. Please call the clinic at 

575-834-7413 to schedule an appointment. 
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New Mexico Primary Election 2026 

Voting is one of the most important ways people participate 

in their community and government. It gives individuals a 

voice in decisions that affect schools, public safety, 

healthcare, infrastructure, etc. By voting, citizens help 

choose leaders, shape policies and strengthen democracy. 

The New Mexico Primary Election will be held on June 2, 

2026.  Voting in Jemez Pueblo will be held in the 

Community Resource Center (CRC) Building from 7:00 am 

to 7:00 pm.  A primary election is an election used by 

political parties to choose their candidates for a general 

election; voters choose between candidates from the same 

party.  The winner becomes that party’s nominee for the 

general election. All community members are strongly 

encouraged to exercise their right to vote! 

Governor John Galvan 

Planning, Development & Transportation 

Updates 
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Tribal Administration Renovation Project 

Construction continues on the Tribal Administration Building Addition and Remodel Project. The project 

includes a building extension and interior remodel that will create additional office space, upgraded 

furnishings, and improved work areas to better support staff operations and future departmental needs. 

Crews are making steady progress as work moves through multiple phases of construction and 

renovation. Once completed, the updated facility will provide a more functional, efficient, and welcoming 

environment for Tribal staff and community members. 

Land Use & Infrastructure Complex 

Construction is officially underway for the new Land Use & Infrastructure Complex (LUIC). This 

complex will be located at the southern end of the community on Sawmill Road, A groundbreaking 

ceremony was held on March 24 with Governor John Galvan, 2nd Lt. Governor Thurman Loretto, 

Cabinet Secretary Josett Monette, Senator Benny Shendo Jr., and Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham in 

attendance. The State of New Mexico has invested nearly $15 million into the project, which will provide 

long-term office space and support for nearly one-quarter of the Pueblo workforce.  

Senator Benny Shendo, Councilman Joe Cajero, Governor Michelle Grisham, Governor John Galvan, 2nd Lt. 

Governor Thurman Loretto, Secretary Josett Monette, Planning JDOT Director Sheri Bosic, Natural Resources 

Director Clarice Madalena, and Tribal Member David Yepa 
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Walk & Roll to School Day Highlights 

The Planning, Development, and Transportation Department 

(PDTD/JDOT) continues to support community health, safety, 

and infrastructure improvements through several ongoing 

projects and initiatives across the Pueblo of Jemez. PDTD 

recently hosted another successful Walk & Roll to School Day at 

Jemez Day School, with 92 students walking or biking to school. 

Staff provided safety and educational items to participating 

students while promoting active transportation and healthy 

lifestyles within the community. Support from the 2nd Lieutenant 

Governor Thurman Loretto, Pueblo of Jemez Police Department, 

EMS, Social Services, and Animal Control helped make the 

event possible once again. It was especially fulfilling for staff to 

see several students riding bicycles received through the 2025 

Pueblo of Jemez Youth Bicycle Safety Program, highlighting the 

continued impact of the initiative. 

Hazardous Building Removal Project Update 

The Hazardous Building Removal Project continues to move forward, with demolition activities 

scheduled to take place throughout the remainder of the year. The project includes asbestos abatement and 

demolition of several former tribal administration and residential structures to improve community safety 

and prepare the sites for future development opportunities. Pueblo of Jemez residents will be receiving 

notifications regarding upcoming construction and demolition activities.  

JDOT Staff Recognized for Transportation Excellence 

Members of the JDOT crew recently attended the 2026 National Tribal Roads Maintenance Symposium 

in Rapid City, South Dakota, where they participated in trainings and discussions focused on updates in 

tribal transportation management and roadway maintenance. The symposium provided valuable 

opportunities to strengthen knowledge and explore new strategies to improve infrastructure, roadway 

safety, and transportation funding opportunities for the Pueblo of Jemez. 

2nd Lt. Governor Loretto 

Vince E. Toya and JDOT staff at National Tribal Road Symposium 
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JDOT is also proud to recognize Vince Toya, who brought home a 1st Place medal in the Heavy 

Equipment Roadeo Mini Excavator competition, showcasing outstanding operational skill and 

professionalism during the event. His accomplishment reflects the dedication, experience, and strong 

work ethic of the JDOT crew and highlights the Pueblo of Jemez’s continued commitment to excellence 

in transportation and infrastructure operations. 

Chaco Canyon: Public Land Order 7923 
By Chris Toya 

Chaco Canyon is an ancestral homeland located in northwestern New Mexico, Pueblo and Hopi 

tribes trace ancestral connections to the people who lived in and around this site in ancient 

times.  For Pueblo people in New Mexico — including the people of Jemez Pueblo — Chaco 

Canyon is not just an archaeological site. It is part of a living cultural and spiritual landscape tied 

to ancestry, migration histories, ceremony, and identity.  In recent years, tribes including Pueblo 

governments supported federal protections limiting new oil and gas leasing near Chaco because 

of concerns about impacts on sacred sites and cultural landscapes.  These protections are under 

threat. 

The Pueblo of Jemez has been a strong advocate for the protection of the sacred landscape in the 

San Juan Basin, specifically Chaco Canyon.  During the Biden Administration, the Department 

of Interior (DOI)Secretary Debra Holland spearheaded the protection of Chaco Canyon from oil 

and gas extraction in the form of Public Land Order 7923.  PLO 7923, a federal protection order 

issued by the US DOI, created a 10-mile protection buffer surrounding Chaco Canyon and its 

immediate outliers.  What this meant is that there would be no new oil and gas permits for 

drilling new wells issued by the Bureau of Land Management for the next 20 years within the 

Darryl Lucero, Mark Madalena, Brophy Toledo, Joe Ray & Mary Toledo, Joseph Madalena, 

Chris, Nadia, & Kateri Toya. 
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10-mile buffer zone. This would not affect existing permits, so Navajo tribal members who have 

allotments under the Navajo Nation would not be affected by this Public Land Order.  They 
would continue to receive royalties from oil and gas industry for having wells on their

property.

The Pueblo of Jemez, Pueblos and other Tribal Nations in support of PLO 7923 thought we had 

taken care of this threat of oil and gas extraction from the cultural landscape.  However, the 

Navajo Nation has generally opposed the 10-mile buffer zone, which withdrew 336,000 

acres from new oil and gas leasing for 20 years.  In January 2025, the Navajo Nation sued the 

federal government, challenging PLO 7923.  Navajo leaders argued the Biden Administration and 

Interior Department did not adequately consult the Navajo Nation, specifically the Navajo 

communities living in the affected area.   

After years of fighting an uphill battle, this lawsuit sent shock waves throughout Indian Country.  

In response, the Pueblos of Acoma and Laguna filed motions to intervene in the lawsuit in 

February 2025.  This will allow them to become a party to the lawsuit so that they can participate 

in hearings, file legal briefs and present evidence and arguments.  In April 2025, a federal judge 

granted their intervention request.  Since Jemez Pueblo is a member of the 

Chaco Heritage Tribal Association (CHTA) along with Acoma, Laguna, Zuni and Hopi, the tribe 

is considering taking on the role of amicus curiae  in this legal matter, which will allow Jemez to 
present information, expertise, or arguments relevant to the case.  Such information or 

documentation would provide additional legal information to assist the court in making an 

informed decision.   

In January 2026, the DOI and the Navajo Nation took steps to settle the case that included an 

expedited environmental analysis, which included an environmental review procedure that 

required federal agencies to study environmental impacts, consider alternatives, analyze cultural 

and tribal impacts and consult affected tribes and agencies.  On March 31, 2026, the 90-day 

settlement agreement initiated the expedited environmental process. The scoping 

period solicited public feedback on the preferred alternative, additional analysis for consideration, 

and the appropriate length of the process. What to expect next is the release of a draft 

Environmental Assessment and a final decision in June of 2026. 

The Pueblos of Acoma and Laguna, as intervenors in the initial case, fear that the federal 
government will choose either a 5-mile alternative or, worse, a 0-mile buffer. In preparation, 
through the All Pueblo Council of Governors (APCG), they will seek support from other Pueblos 
for the protection of PLO 7923. They are inviting all interested Pueblos and other Tribal Nations 
to prepare for litigation to maintain our sovereign interests, protect the cultural resources in the 
cultural landscape, and protect and maintain our way of life connected to Chaco Canyon.  

The Pueblo of Jemez leadership is taking a proactive approach through its association with the 
All Pueblo Council of Governors, its membership in the Chaco Heritage Tribal Association and 
its potential role as amicus curiae.

During a news conference in Santa Ana Pueblo on May 20, 2026, the APCG announced that the 
Greater Chaco Cultural Landscape had been included on the list of “America’s 11 Most 
Endangered Historic Places,” compiled by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The 
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National Trust, a nonprofit organization chartered by Congress in 1949, works to preserve 

historic and cultural heritage sites throughout the United States.  

Additionally, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) passed a resolution strongly 

opposing the revocation of PLO 7923 and calling on the US Department of the Interior to 

suspend all revocation actions pending full government-to-government consultation with 

affected Tribes. The APCG and the Hopi Tribe have likewise called for suspension of all efforts 

to revoke PLO 7923 and for the adoption of legislation permanently protecting the buffer zone.  

 

Jemez Leadership, including 

Governor John Galvan, 1st 

Lt. Matthew Gachupin Jr., 

and 2nd Lt. Thurman 

Loretto, stand in support of 

protecting the Greater Chaco 

Cultural Landscape during a 

news conference at the Hyatt 

Regency Tamaya Resort & 

Spa on Santa Ana Pueblo. 

Photo source: Albuquerque 

Journal, “Chaco Canyon 

among 11 most endangered 

historic places, the National 

Trust says.”
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From You! 

Your voice matters to us. Do you have ideas, suggestions, or feedback on how we can improve this 

newsletter? We are always looking for ways to better serve our community and make this information 

more useful and engaging for you. 

Please share your thoughts by emailing Dr. Jillian Cambridge at 

 jillian.cambridge@jemezpueblo.us 

Thank you for helping us continue to grow and improve. 

We Want to Hear From You! 

Do you have ideas on how we can improve this newsletter?  Please share your thoughts by emailing Dr. Jillian 

Cambridge at jillian.cambridge@jemezpueblo.us  

mailto:jillian.cambridge@jemezpueblo.us



